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with what you decide, and you shall order this to be declared in
the regulations; wherefore I shall regard as well done what you
do in this matter, because I know that you have to attend to
this as befits my service.

Item. Fernam d* Alvarez also gave me an account of the atten-
tion which you ordered to be given to the naao Sam Roque, and
how you ordered it to be examined so that it might be furnished
and equipped to remain in this port; this I think very well done
and necessary. I strongly recommend you that with the greatest
possible speed you order it to be furnished and equipped and
very well armed with artillery and everything necessary, so that
it may be ready in that port for whatever befits my service. And
if any naao arrives such as can serve in the Mina fleet, I shall be
pleased if that naao Sam Roque and the galleon Sao Joao are
both equipped, armed and made ready in that port, in order to
assist in whatever happens and is necessary1. . . . Pero Amr-
riques made this, in Evora, on 15 January 1534.

John

Fernam d* Alvarez caused this to be written.

Reply to the Count of Castanheira.

5 s . THE ARGUIM TRADE. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 26 JANUARY

Count and friend. I the king send you greetings as one whom
I dearly love. I have been informed that certain persons desire
to engage in the trade of Arguy, including in it the Rio de
Qanaga [Senegal]; and because I shall be gratified to see that
done in this matter which will most promote my service, I
strongly recommend you to order Fernam d'Alvarez, clerk of
that Casa, to be summoned, and to learn from him how much
the said trade and river have rendered in past years and the
expenses, which have been incurred therein, and also who are
1 King John III was concerned at this time about the French corsairs who
were cruising off the Portuguese coast in great numbers. He was short of
warships and probably wanted to use the SSo Roque and the Sao Joao to
protect his coasts and safeguard home waters rather than to send them to
Guinea as part of the annual Mina fleet.
* Ford, p. 204. Translated.